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HGD-CAC Meeting Minutes for January 15, 2020 
 

 

Introductions 

Chair: Ian Sullivan, Vice Chair, presiding and offered opening welcome. 

 

Present:  John Repsold, Past Chair; Alan Chatham, Secretary; Jessica Lucht, PPGWNI; 

Kirsten Duncan, SRHD; Kristina Poffenroth, LCSNW;  Glendie Loranger, Life Services of 

Spokane; Laura Kolbe, CAPA; Jason Soucinek, Project SIX19; Heather Beebe-Stevens, 

Member-at-Large; Molly Merkle, Member-at-Large; Kara Buller, Member-at-Large; Ashley 

Busch, Member-at-Large; Casey Balzano, Member-at-Large Alternate; Jenny Hyde, Member-

at-Large Alternate; Nikki Lockwood, SPS Board of Directors; Heather Bybee, SPS Director of 

Secondary Curriculum; Stephanie Splater, Coordinator F&H; Tara Luedke, SPS Curriculum 

Secretary, 4 TCS students and advisor.  

 

1. Review Minutes 

Minutes from 10/16/19 HGD-CAC meeting reviewed. 

Motion: Heather Beebe-Stevens moves to approve the minutes as amended. 

Second: Jessica Lucht seconded motion. 

Discussion: Correct the word ‘not’ to ‘note’ at bottom of page 3 

Vote:  Twelve voting members present; Yes-10; No-0, Abstain-1 

Motion to approve 10/16/19 minutes as amended passes.  

 

2. New Business 

Membership Update 

New members for this year are:  
Laura Kolbe, CAPA 
Nikki Lockwood, Board Member 
Ashley Busch, MAL (Pending Board Approval) 
Casey Balzano, Alternate MAL (Pending Board Approval) 
Jenny Hyde, Alternate MAL (Pending Board Approval) 
 
Curriculum Adoption Update 

SPS Staff reviewed the 4-step curriculum adoption process, what has happened with the 

curriculum adoptions to date for HS health, 8th grade and 7th grade.  

Heather Beebe-Stevens shared feedback from her student that they and their peers were 

learning anatomy terms this year as 8th graders. Demonstrates that we have work to do 

and what we have done has been an improvement. 
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Nikki Lockwood expresses concern about teaching in BI/DI classrooms. Staff share that 

those classrooms use FLASH curriculum, and there is intent to connect with the SpEd 

department and revisit that in the future.  

SPS Staff shares that the district is under a workload suspension due to current fiscal 

climate, which means SPS cannot adopt any new materials. Bargaining allowed for HGD 

adoption to continue to move forward.   

 
Review of revisions to Proposed 6th Grade Curriculum 

Classroom Expectations (Day 1) 

Intro activity and ground rules are the same material as previous grades. Moving forward 

you will see the note about language changes in grade 5, has an added layer.  

Video proposed is same as approved/used in 7th grade. Teaching takes place just before 

spring break in this grade as well.  

John Repsold asks about the line that states ‘Boys/Girls are likely to….’ and wonders 

what that is asking about. Staff shares the students will have lots of ideas to fill in there 

such as things they do, ways they look, etc., and the teacher will adapt language 

depending on direction class is heading. 

Jessica Lucht wonders if the language in the third to last paragraph may be othering to 

non-binary identities. 

A student shares that she likes the way this is phrased because sometimes do ‘feel like’ 

they don’t fit, finds the language normalizes this feeling.   

A student shares about homework being the first thing they see, doesn’t want students 

to get discouraged by that, maybe changing the terminology would be helpful.  

John Repsold expressed surprise by the note to teachers on step 3, and wonders if 

students really would create a list of all positive/negative traits. Staff shares that it is 

possible, can’t say it wouldn’t happen.  

Suggestion is made to modify the line “What if someone doesn’t conform…” to “Nobody 

conforms to all stereotypes”. 

John Repsold asks about the Note to Teacher under step 3, wonders is it our job to 

challenge the gender norms at students’ homes? Staff shares that the district isn’t 

pushing any social ideas, the idea is to get them thinking about things that have 

influences them.  

Ian Sullivan shares that line doesn’t specifically say family, could be talking about  

coach, neighbor, parent of a friend, or anyone else we interact with throughout our lives.  

Student shares suggestion to change wording here from ‘challenge’ to ‘facilitate 

discussion about’. 
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John Repsold asks for more information on the note about culture. This is high level for 

6th graders. Staff shares that is for teachers for context, not for students.  

Glendie Loranger asks if the intent of the homework is for kids to come to some 

conclusion about how they feel about gender norms, or about themselves personally? 

Staff shares the intent is to help them see their whole selves first, and then to recognize 

outside pressures.   

Student shares they find the way these two ideas go together to be very interesting. It is 

starting the conversation that there is conditioning, roles, prevalent in our society, 

having them think about themselves and how it affects others is interesting.  

John Repsold asks what the intent of the homework activity is.  

Staff shares to have the student consider themselves and then think critically and 

outside of your own experience. 

John Repsold recommends reworking wording to reinforce the activity is about identity, 

which is broader than sexuality/gender.  

Kristen Duncan shares that she feels the lesson matches the intent well. 

 

Healthy Relationships/Law (Day 2) 

Staff shares about revisions made such as changed scenarios to remove gender 

pronouns, and the chart of consequences will be used as a teacher resource only.  

Committee reviewed Common Sense Media video on sexting, as well as Spokesman 

article and sexting handbook for parents (family resource).  

Kristen Duncan finds these resources are very comprehensible for the age level. 

Student shares they felt it was informative and accessible, not shaming for those who 

may have participated. Also really liked the language used in the video and learned 

information from the article. They feel it is important to know the consequences for 

both sides of sexting, appreciated that both sides are discussed.  

Kristina Poffenroth comments that the article talks about a workgroup that was 

formed when this law went into effect. She has the report from that and can share 

with group. In the report they give prevention recommendations from the work group, 

and notes that they are all being addressed in this curriculum. Secondary prevention 

could be included such as teaching staff on how to respond to sexting disclosure 

(Delete and don’t repeat). Suggests adding a question about If you/friend are involved 

in sexting, what can you do, who can you talk to, etc.  

Staff asks if committee feels the parent resource on sexting would be helpful. 

Kristen Duncan say yes and asks if we can make it available at all grade levels. 

Staff shares that is possible, and they are considering offering PD on aspects that are 

focused on elements, to help staff gain familiarity and comfort with these threads. 
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Jason Soucinek asks if we intended to do the relationship/law lesson prior to 

relationship/communication. Also comments that the article talks about 

consequences such as misdemeanor/felony and we should define those for students.  

Jason Soucinek worries this lesson isn’t laying any boundaries for students. He likes 

the language around it but feels it leaves them the freedom to sext. Why aren’t we 

explicitly saying don’t do this? 

Student shares that it is implied not to do something when you lay out the 

consequences. The evidence and reasoning stand for itself and thinks this approach 

will work better than telling students not to do something.  

Jason Soucinek feels like we go from talking about relationships to an activity about 

sexting and the transition feels unclear. 

Laura Kolbe comments about a poster in the parent handout that could be helpful 

here, as it is guiding. Maybe we could elevate the information in the poster.  

A student shares that it is important to lay out when something is wrong. The 

questions are really important in this lesson and will spur conversation about this 

lesson.  

Staff agrees that a stronger transition can be built, using some of the student input.  

Jason Soucinek talks about a tool we used in a previous grade around discernment, 

thinks that may be helpful here. 

Kristina Poffenroth comments that youth are more likely to receive than send and 

senders are often victims of exploitation. In an effort not to shame the focus is put on 

receivers.  

 

Healthy Relationships/Communication (Day 3) 

John Repsold comments on the boundaries activity, one example is about sharing, 

and worries that could create issues at home. He would like to see a different example.  

Alan Chatham would like to see more information about confirming you aren’t 

violating someone else’s boundaries, more active than reactive. Maybe an add under 

step 2 that it is your responsibility to ask about boundary if you are not sure or think 

you could make someone uncomfortable.  

Ian Sullivan comments that the step 4 of this activity gets to some of what Alan is 

talking about.  

Heather Beebe-Stevens would like an expert in consent to review this lesson. There are 

lots of ways to convey no and we should make sure we are going far enough and being 

clear enough.  

John Repsold asks that the definition for sexual assault be added. 
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Casey Balzano comments that the tea consent video has a clean kids version we could 

look at.  

Jessica Lucht suggests addition that consent is an enthusiastic yes, not the absence 

of a no.  

John Repsold comments on a note to teachers about possibly roleplaying scenarios, 

asks what scenarios are we talking about? 

Staff will take out that note.  

Heather Beebe-Stevens likes the flexibility given to teachers here, acknowledges that 

class makeup plays a role in teaching. 

Laura Kolbe comments that with consent there is enthusiasm, looks like a yes with 

your mind, heart and body. 

Jenny Hyde asks if we have any about lessons addressing differences. Staff shares 

that standard is hit in 5th grade pretty heavily.  

John Repsold comments that the teacher resource on the four dimensions seems light 

on cognitive pieces, asks staff to expand on that dimension - craving structure, 

forming habits, bad decision making 

 

Prevention (Day 4) 

Kristen Duncan comments on the PPT slide - How are STDs Transmitted – states 

‘through that any type of sexual contact’. There is no mention that someone has to 

have an STD to transmit it, leaving the impression that an STD could just appear after 

sexual contact. 

John Repsold asks about the continuation of that on the effects of being sexually 

active with more than one person 

Kara Buller suggests adding advice to ask if your partner is sexually active, or sexually 

active with other people.  

 

 

Alan Chatham asks about timeline for approval/implementation.  

Staff shares that elementary teachers needs to know we are making progress, so they 

have time to anticipate the change. The sooner we are getting things approved the 

more time there is to provide PD.  

Staff shares this grade band is a much larger group of teachers, and they want to 

provide the best support for them which means prepping counselors, school support 

staff and principals in addition to classroom teachers. This wouldn’t be taught until 

next spring (2021). Staff is ready when committee is ready.  



January 15, 2020 HGD-CAC Meeting Minutes – pg. 6 
 

Alan Chatham feels that there have been moderate revisions suggested and he would 

like to see those prior to making a motion.  

Staff comments that lesson 3 on consent needs the most changes as well as expert 

review. Staff asks how group feels about getting 5th grade material without the pictures 

that are in development. Staff would bring pictures to February meeting.  

Committee agrees with that proposal. 

 Next Regular Meeting: February 19, 2020, 1:00-3:00pm, SPS Boardrooms 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:55PM. Thirteen voting members present including vice-chair who 
presided over meeting. One member arrived after vote on minutes and left prior to meeting end. 

 

 

 


